WHY WE NEED TO SAVE
THE STORE AT FIVE CORNERS
As you travel north on Route 7, suddenly you see a stunning, stately vision of the past and present,
standing proudly as the gateway to the “Village Beautiful”, Williamstown, MA.
The Store at Five Corners is an historical building that had served the people in this community for
over 239 years, until it closed for the first time in 2011. Until then, it was one of the longest continuously operating stores in our country’s history.
The Store started as a place to meet and connect with friends and neighbors while enjoying some
refreshment. That is what it continued to be until it closed. Sadly, it remains unprotected from developers, decay, and even demolition.
Moreover, the Store is a community treasure. It is the heart blood, the centerpiece of South Williamstown. But now, closed, it is depressing every time we all drive by it: do you feel it? The loss is
real.
The residents of Williamstown, tourists visiting the area, and people working in the area all want
the Store to be revived. A survey which was sent to 160 households, received 131 responses in 5
days! The results are compelling. The survey results and some of the comments are included in this
packet.
There are many reasons why the Store needs to reopen: It offers:
•
•
•
•
•

the convenience of picking up last minute items such as wine, milk or bread
sharing a coffee, a sandwich; a breakfast or lunch
opportunities for connection and community, with neighbors, friends, and business associates
a lovely venue for community-wide events, a hub for the South Williamstown community
employment opportunities (many locals have worked behind the Store’s counter)

STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS
The Store at Five Corners Stewardship Association, Inc. (the “Stewardship Association”) was recently formed
as a non-profit entity, for the sole purpose of purchasing, protecting and maintaining the Store in collaboration with the South Williamstown Community Association (SWCA). The Stewardship Association has a dedicated Board of Directors, all from the community, who are working tirelessly to revive the Store and leave
a legacy for future generations to enjoy. The structural elements are all in place: the new corporate entity
with proper filings; proper bank accounts and an agreement for fiscal sponsorship with the SWCA, already a
federally recognized 501 (c) 3 entity.
The Stewardship Association is an all-volunteer entity: no one has been or will be
taking a salary or fees. It will lease the
Store to a lessee/operator. The Association will work with the lessee around a
model to include a café, sundries and
specialty gifts for tourists and community members, with an understanding
that whatever the ultimate model is, it
has to provide a reasonable living for the
lessee.
The Stewardship Association foresees
a lease amount that will just cover its
basic carrying costs, so that the lessee
will have the best chance of success. The
Association’s Board has already started
a search for an operator/lessee who will
bring new life to the store, and already
has energetic, experienced operator candidates.
The Store includes the building and the land immediately around it, but not the playground or buildings
(barns, house, former farm store), or any of the approximately 200 acres of farmland already protected
against development under the state’s APR program. There is parking in front and options to add parking
spaces on the Route 43 side and in back.
The owner has agreed to sell the Store to the Stewardship Association for $400,000.

WHAT’S NEXT
The Stewardship Association is in the process of fundraising to cover the purchase price of the Store, capital
improvements, repairs, and maintenance, and long-term sustainability. The goal is to raise $1.2 million - $1.5
million, including the $400,000 purchase price, and the rest to fund capital improvements, repairs, and maintenance and to establish an endowment that will ensure the Store’s long-term sustainability.
The funds will all have to be raised by donations. Each donation will be eligible for a charitable gift tax deduction under chapter 501 (c) 3, consistent with the rules and regulations of the IRS, as they may vary from
time to time.
The Stewardship Association will need our community here and beyond to be as generous as possible in
order to bring the Store back to life. We need you now.

FINAL QUESTION
You might ask yourself, can we afford to save the Store at Five Corners? We would suggest an even more
pressing question would be, can we afford not to?
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THE STORE AT FIVE CORNERS STEWARDSHIP ASSOCIATION, Inc.
Officers:

Karen Charbonneau,
President
MaryEllen Meehan,
Treasurer
Matthew Baya,
Secretary

Directors:

Matthew Baya
Alison Case
Karen Charbonneau
Anne Hogeland
MaryEllen Meehan
Carolyn Umlauf

710 Hancock Road
P.O. Box 533
Williamstown, MA 01267

PLEDGE FORM
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ E-mail:_____________________
The Store at Five Corners Stewardship Association, Inc. (the “Association”), a Massachusetts not-for-profit corporation, is in the process of purchasing the building known as the
Store at Five Corners in South Williamstown. It is an important community and historic
asset. Until recently, it was open continuously for well over 200 years.
To be able to secure, and to maintain, operate and preserve the building, I understand
the Association needs substantial funds. Therefore, I pledge to support the community
fundraising efforts by a gift to the Association through its fiscal sponsor, the South Williamstown Community Association, Inc. in the total amount of $ ___________________,
to be paid as follows:
$___________________ payable as soon as practicable.
$___________________ payable on or before _____________________.
I understand that the Association will be relying on this pledge in order to complete the
purchase of the building and as a result of this reliance, this pledge is irrevocable. Should
the purchase fail for any reason, your donation will be refunded 100%.
_________________________________________________________________
Printed Name
Signature
Date
NOTE: Please make all checks and donations payable to the South Williamstown Community Association, Inc., a recognized 501(c)3 corporation, and send them to
P.O. Box 533, Williamstown, MA 01267. Gifts of appreciated stock are also welcome.
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HI STO RY O F T H E STOR E AT FI VE C OR NER S

By Regina Rouse and Sam Edgerton November, 2011
from https://southwilliamstown.org/history-of-the-store-at-five-corners/
The now-closed “Store at Five Corners” occupies one of the most historic locations not only in Williamstown but in all of Berkshire County. Here where Mahican trails crossed and the Hancock Brook
joins the Green River Isaac Stratton and his new bride Mary Fox came two hundred and fifty years
ago, to settle. With the French and Indian Wars winding down and the lands in South Williamstown
surveyed into fifty acres lots these lands were considered the prime farming land in Williamstown.
Isaac Stratton with his family had moved from Warren Massachusetts to Williamstown the previous year and his father Richard quickly bought several lots in town and lots 53 and 54 in South Williamstown. These two lots are the land the Strattons farmed. Isaac and Mary built a cabin in 1761 just
north of the brook and remained the only settlers in South Williamstown for three years. During this
period their home also served as a tavern.
By 1765 other settlers began to arrive. Among them were Samuel and Hannah Sloane. Sam was a
blacksmith by training but also proved to be a very successful land speculator. He built a large log
house on the right side of Sloane Road near Oblong Road and in 1767 bought Isaac Stratton’s cabin
and land near the brook. In 1770 he built a tavern on this site. The building today is The Store at Five
Corners.
As the number of settlers grew along with anti-British sentiment a military line was drawn on the
map of Williamstown dividing the town in two equal parts called The North Part and South Part.
Because the poor condition of the roads made travel to and from town difficult and time-consuming
residents of South Williamstown had already begun to turn inward and the tavern was the place to
meet.
The citizens of the South Part were fiercely anti-British. Sam Sloane and a small number of South
Williamstown men fought already at the Battle of Bunker Hill. In August 1777 a company of South
Part citizen soldiers under Captain Samuel Clark gathered at the tavern and marched north to join
General John Stark in Vermont
and engaged with him in the
spectacular victory against the
German mercenaries of British General John Burgoyne,
who were attempting to capture
an American supply depot in
Bennington. Almost two dozen
of these men are buried in
Southlawn Cemetery across the
brook from the tavern/store.
After the American Revolution
stores and small factories started
to appear in the Five Corners
area largely to serve the growing population. Samuel Sloane’s
tavern was now run by a rela4

Samuel Sloane’s Tavern in the 1880s

tive. It changed hands a number of times but remained an inn as well as a meeting place for eating
and drinking. John Jordon, who owned the tavern between 1833-1865, added a second story with a
porch across the front of the upstairs. The meeting room upstairs was used every third year for town
meetings. A wing was attached to the back to fill the needs of parents visiting their sons attending the
prominent boy’s prep school across the road. There was a livery stable next door to the tavern and the
tavern served as a stagecoach depot. The tavern also housed the first Post Office in South Williamstown.
In 1905 new owner John Steele closed the inn and opened a grocery store downstairs in the building.
His living quarters were upstairs. Later gas pumps were installed out front. The store personified the
New England country store. It
continued in the Steele family for
the next half-century.
When the New Ashford Road was
widened in the 1920s the store
was moved back and the wing was
removed. The wing was moved to
the next-door farm and used as a
private residence. It was recently
torn down by the current farm
owner.
During the Depression, Thomas
Steele saved many families by
allowing them to run up tabs he
knew they could never pay. On a more amusing note a local historian relates “During the Steele’s’
ownership, rocking chairs adorned the front porch along with redeemable bottles that children would
exchange for penny candy. South Williamstown residents recall as children would collect the bottles
in front of the store and redeem them for a penny, the penny was then used to buy candy. After the
transaction, Mr. Steele would put the bottles back out again to be redeemed by the children.” This
symbolizes not only the generosity of the Steeles but also has become the symbol of our community
togetherness.
Elder residents still refer to this historic
site as “Steele’s Comers.” Perhaps it is
not too unrealistic that the South Williamstown Community Association
would like to see some of this old-fashioned sentiment returned to a permanent re-opening of the Store at Five
Corners–regretfully closed for the first
time in 239 years. Until its closing in
2011 it was considered one of the oldest
continuously operating businesses in
the United States.

Steele’s Corners in the 1960s
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AN OVERW HE LMIN G S URV E Y R E SP ONSE BY 1 3 4 M EM BER S OF O UR C O M M U N ITY
• Importance to the community (1 to
10): avg. 8.9, 54% at 10.*
• Importance to you/your family (1 to
10): avg. 8.7, 48% at 10.
• Believe a general goods/food store
should operate at 5 Corners (1 to
10): avg. 9.1, 73% at 10
• 89% prefer that the store be
independent (59% strongly prefer).

On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 highest)
please indicate how you rate the
importance of the Store at Five
Corners, as it existed in the past:
Importance to you/your family

*Results tabulated on first 131 responses

The most common things mentioned in
the comments were the convenience of
not having to drive into town for milk,
bread, and other last-minute items, the
pleasure of meeting friends there for
lunch or coffee, and the sense of the place
as a community hub.
On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 strongest),
how strongly do you believe that
a general goods/food store should
operate again at Five Corners?

On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 highest)
please indicate how you rate the
importance of the Store at Five
Corners, as it existed in the past:
Importance to the community

Do you care if the Store is owned independently, eg not part of a chain/large company?
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A SAMPLING OF COMMENTS - WHAT THE COMMUNITY MISSES AND HOPES TO REVIVE!
Inconveniences in not having groceries,
snacks and meals at the ready in the neighborhood, but true loss measured also in loss
of our community gathering place. The Store
was the heart of South Williamstown, as well
as a destination for area residents and tourists.
If this community treasure could come back
to life, this would be something to celebrate!
Nowadays people value and support local!
Difficulty of accessing food in south williamstown; particularly difficult for those of us
who prefer to rely on bicycle transportation
The store is a necessity a) for creating community b) serving those folks who work in the
community, i.e. the service and repair people,
the folks who work in the gardens, repair
houses, route 43 c) service the folks in south
williamstown, like me who would use it for
shopping and d) important for tourism - ski
season, fall season and summer season (even
mud season!) ; the lit up X-mas (holiday) tree
cheers up the neighborhood in the winter;
It’s heartbreaking to drive past the story every
day, knowing well the many fine folks who
have worked there over the past 20 years. Such
a shame….
we missed Xmas shopping and occasional
food purchases, and a place to meet for coffee/
lunch.
It is so sad to see this place closed. It has such
history and potential as a community anchor.
Prepared foods, groceries and gifts from 5
Corners have been important to our family.
We miss it terribly .
I miss taking visitors to the Store! Also it was
a good resource for simple house gifts, and a
great place to enjoy lunch outdoors. Not to
mention it was the “hub” of the neighborhood!
This is a historic building, important not only
to the south Williamstown community but
the whole town.
South Williamstown sorely needs a gathering
place that fosters a sense of community. I miss
not having a place to get a cup of coffee in the

morning or to pick up appetizers in a pinch.
This is a top priority for our community.
Pick up newspaper. Meet friends for lunch. Get
goodies for a Sunday afternoon at Tanglewood.
Have a small meeting on the side porch. Get some
maple syrup. a wonderful place to connect to
neighbors and have a conversation with those just
passing through.
I miss the ambience and pleasure of going and
bringing friends.
It’s incredibly disappointing to see this cornerstone
of the SWMA community hollowed out.
I miss meeting friends and others there for coffee or
lunch on the porch.
When we moved to South Williamstown . . . part
of the appeal was having a store/cafe nearby so
we would not have to drive all the way into town.
A loss of convenience for unexpected needs ie a
gallon of milk, a loaf of bread etc. I also miss the
opportunity to meet friends for a meal out on the
porch, or a cup of coffee around the long table.
South Williamstown is missing a community
gathering spot. Cricket Creek Farm and Field Farm
are both places where people can gather, but not
in inclement weather and not in the same way Five
Corners has allowed these many years. Given its
central and highly visible location, having the store
be closed for this long is a real detriment to the feel
of our community.
We wholeheartedly support reopening the store
and very much want to see an independent owner
invested in the community making it happen, so we
can also invest in them!
We really came to rely on the Store at Five Corners,
for breakfast and lunch, for quick groceries (like
milk or wine). Not having the Store open while I’m
on my way to work or taking our kid to school has
been a real loss.
I think the Store also adds character to the area
and is also attractive to tourists. For many it’s the
first thing they see when coming into town and my
sense is that many people stopped there.
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the neighborliness and socialization that it offered

Lack of community. We need a gathering place.

Really miss meeting friends for coffee there, takWe especially miss the store as a gathering place ing grandkids for treat, taking out of town guests,
grabbing a sandwich.
- to meet friends, share coffee/food, or just a
place to get out to read the paper, do some work
History is important. Also hikers, bicycle riders
while having coffee, etc
visitors, locals love that spot. Keep the playground
I often met my friends there for coffee and ......I also!!
truly miss the ambiance of the store and what it
The Store helped us so much when we were in a
had to offer.
bind for an ingredient or even a full meal. We also
work from home, so heading over to the store for
Not having a local store to pick up items and
the not having the local community gathering a coffee or a change of scenery made us so happy!
spot

If available, how frequently would you/did you use the Store at Five Corners?

EXCERPT FR OM THE ARTICLE S OF OR GANIZATION FOR
THE STORE AT FIVE CORNER S STEWARD SHIP AS S O CIATION, INC .
ARTICLE II - Purpose and business of the Association is:
(a) the ownership, protection, preservation, improvement, enhancement, renovation and
maintenance of the historic building and property known as “The Store at Five Corners”
located at 4 New Ashford Road, Williamstown, Massachusetts;
(b) to support the active use and operation of the building and property in a way that will be of
benefit to the community, including but not limited to a general store or restaurant; and
(c) to enter into contracts with lessees, suppliers, professionals, advisors, assistants, tradespeople
and others to secure and maintain funding, perform administrative tasks and to perform the
work necessary or advisory for said ownership, protection, preservation, improvement,
enhancement, renovation and maintenance of said building and property. To conduct such
other activities and programs in furtherance of the foregoing purposes as may be
carried out by a corporation organized under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 180.
It is the intent and purpose that the said Association shall be organized and operated exclusively
for not-for-profit purposes and that no part of the net earnings nor of the principal shall inure
to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, nor shall the Association attempt to
influence legislation nor participate to any extent in a political campaign for or against any
candidate for public office. All funds raised shall solely be used for the purposes stated in this
paragraph, including but not limited to, ownership, protection, preservation, improvement,
enhancement, renovation and maintenance of the building and property.
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